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1.  Do  not  give  out  any  personal  information  without  a  parent’s 
permission.  For  example,  never  give  out  your  address,  telephone 
number,  parents’  work  address/telephone  number,  or  the  name 
or  location  of  your  school  without  a  parent’s  permission. 

2.  If  you  encounter  something  online  that  you  do  not 
understand  or  that  makes  you  feel  uncomfortable, 
tell  a  parent  right  away. 

3.  Never  make  plans  to  get  together  with  someone 
you  meet  online  without  asking  for  a  parent’s 
permission  first.  If  you  decide  to  meet  with 
someone,  make  sure  you  meet  in  a  public  place, 
and  bring  a  parent  along. 

4.  Do  not  send  any  pictures  of  yourself  to 
anyone  without  a  parent’s  permission  first. 

5.  Do  not  respond  to  any  message  that  makes 
you  feel  uncomfortable.  It  is  not  your  fault  if 
you  get  a  message  like  that,  and  it  is  okay  to 
tell  your  parents  no  matter  what  it  is. 

6.  Do  not  pick  screen  names  that  give  away 
personal  information  (for  example, 

Nicolelllinoisl  992). 

7.  Obey  your  parents’  rules  for  computer  and 
online  use.  Always  make  sure  it  is  okay 
before  going  online. 

8.  Remember  that  people  may  not  be  who 
they  say  they  are. 


This  information  is  adapted  from  Child  Safety  on  the  Information  Highway  b\  Lawrence  J 
Magid.  It  is  reprinted  with  the  permission  of  the  National  Center  for  Missing  and  K\plot:cc 
Children  (NCMEC).  Copyright  NCMEC  1998.  All  rights  reserved. 
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The  Internet  gives  all  of 
us  a  lot  of  freedom  and 
creates  many  options. 

But  having  more  free¬ 
dom  also  means  having 
more  responsibility. 

Be  careful  online,  and  always  check 
with  a  parent  before  giving  out  private 
information  about  yourself  or  your  fam¬ 
ily  (like  your  last  name,  phone  number, 
or  where  you  live).  Treat  everyone 
online  with  the  same  respect  that  you 
would  treat  them  with  in  person. 

To  protect  you,  your  parents  probably 
have  their  own  guidelines  for  using  the 
computer  at  home.  It’s  important  to 
follow  those  guidelines.  I  designed 
this  brochure  to  give  you  some  addi¬ 
tional  tips  to  help  you  surf  the  Web 
safely. 
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